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Revelation 1 - Introduction
Author: Some teachers have trouble accepting John the Apostle as the author of Revelation, even though there are excellent reasons to accept his authorship. John’s authorship of Revelation was accepted by the early church leaders. It wasn’t until the third century AD, especially from the area of Alexandria, that church leaders began to question the Apostle John’s authorship. Led by Dionysius, these teachers rejected the book of Revelation as part of the canon of Scripture. By claiming that the Apostle John never wrote Revelation, it made it easier for them to discredit Revelation as part of the canon of Scripture. These church leaders also promoted the allegorical method of interpretation, which may help you gain some insight into the nature of their attack. For further research on this subject, read Dr. John Walvoord’s Revelation commentary, pages 11-14. 

Date Written: The majority of scholars, both liberal and conservative, agree that John was exiled to Patmos by Domitian (81-96 AD), the brother of the same Titus that destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD. Therefore, Revelation was written sometime during Domitian’s reign between 81 AD and 96 AD. Most think John was exiled to Patmos at the end of Domitian’s reign in 95-96 AD, based on the testimony of early Christian writer Irenaeus, and therefore, Revelation was written in 95-96 AD.
Preterist Controversy: Those who hold the Preterist position (that Revelation was written before 70 AD) do so because this view holds that Revelation 1-19 had to be fulfilled at the time the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD. There is one early Christian writer, by the name of Papias, who writes that John was martyred before 70 AD, thus implying that Revelation had to be written prior to 70 AD. However, other early Christian writers contend that John was still alive during the reign of Domitian. These writers include Irenaeus (2nd Century; student of Polycarp, who was a student of Apostle John), Clement (Contemporary of Apostle John), and Eusebius (3rd Century, father of early Christian history). Irenaeus claims that the Apostle John wrote Revelation at the end of Domitian’s reign (95/96 AD). All three (Irenaeus, Clement, and Eusebius) claim that after Emperor Domitian died, John left Patmos and returned to Ephesus, went to the churches, appointed leaders, and set things in order. If Revelation was written in 96 AD then Preterism does not have a foot to stand on, it is Preterism’s “Achilles tendon” so to speak.
Incidentally, John also probably wrote the gospel of John and his three epistles (1, 2, and 3 John) at this time (95-96 AD). A fragment of John’s original “gospel of John” still exists. Dated back to 120-130 AD, it is located at the John Ryland Library in Manchester, England. The evidence for this fragment and John’s early date is presented in the book “Eyewitness to Jesus” by Carsten Peter Thiede and Matthew D’Ancona, Doubleday Publisher.
Author’s Background: John was born at Bethsaida to Zebedee and Salome (Mark 1:16-20, John 1:43-44).  He was a Galilean fisherman probably in partners with Peter and Andrew (Matt. 4:18-22). He was probably an early disciple of John the Baptist, one of the two disciples of John that followed after Jesus (John 1:35-39). We learn in John 18:15 that John was well connected to the High Priest and that he probably knew Nicodemus of Sanhedrin fame (John 3:1-21). 

John was part of the inner circle of Jesus, as follows: 

· he was asked by Jesus to go to the Mt. of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:2); 

· he was with Jesus at the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:37-42); 

· he was with Jesus at the Olivet Discourse (Mark 13:3, Matt. 24-25); 

· he was with Jesus at Gethsemane (Matt. 26:37); 

· and Jesus assigned John to care for His mother Mary (John 19:26-27). 

Revelation 1

God’s Gift to Jesus: Rev 1:1 NKJV The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants; things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it or made it known by His angel to His servant John…, The entire book of Revelation was given first to Jesus, then Jesus revealed it to His angel, who in turn revealed it to John. John in turn records all that he sees that he may pass it on to God’s servants. This indicates a hierarchy or chain of command in heaven… 
The fact that God gave Jesus this book is often missed with casual reading. God gave Jesus this book to unveil the glory that God wants Jesus to have. Jesus is the primary revelator of the details in the book, which centers on His glory. This glorious presentation in Revelation 1 of Jesus as Redeemer King and Majestic Judge is in contrast to the Gospels presentation of Jesus as the Suffering Servant. 
The glory that God gives to His Son is soon to be physically unveiled to the world. In anticipation of this great unveiling of the glory of Jesus to the world, Jesus shows His servants the “things which must shortly take place” that lead up to His glorious appearing. 
Things which Must “Shortly” Take Place: This is where we run into our first difficulty of interpretation when using the Futurist approach. How short is “shortly?”  {1b} …things which must shortly take place.  The last phrase of verse 3 adds “for the time is near.”  How near? In fact, at the end of Revelation Jesus says "…behold, I am coming quickly,” (Rev. 22:12). So, what is meant by “shortly” or “quickly?” Does “shortly” mean that the events of Revelation must take place during John’s lifetime or soon thereafter, or is there something else going on here? 
What do the Preterists say about “Shortly?”: This is where the Preterists interpretation claims a more literal approach than does the Futurist position. Preterism argues that “shortly” is to be taken literally and understood from man’s viewpoint, meaning that the details of Revelation 1-19 are to be fulfilled during the generation of those who crucified Jesus. If it isn’t fulfilled in that generation then how can shortly mean shortly? Preterists use Luke 21:32 and Matt. 24:34 “that this generation will not pass away until all these things be fulfilled” to support their contention. The generation of Jesus will not pass away until... “All these things” include the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. Preterist’s point out that both the Luke and Matthew passages must be fulfilled in that generation. In addition, Preterists believe that Revelation 1-19 must also be fulfilled, including Jesus coming back before that generation comes to end. Futurists agree that Jesus literally meant that the Temple would be destroyed during that generation, but Futurists do not go so far as to see the book of Revelation 1-19 fulfilled during that generation. How can this apparent contradiction be resolved? That is where the Law of Prophetic Double Reference comes into the picture, as diagramed below:
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Double Prophetic Reference is not readily apparent to the prophet or the reader. It can be compared to two mountain peaks off in the distance. The two mountain peaks appear as one when, in fact, they are separated by many miles. So it is with the Law of Double Reference in Bible prophecy. Like two mountain peaks it is difficult to ascertain two future events separated by a time gap, one event in the near future and a second in the far distant future. 
Matt. 24:34 and Luke 21:32 are descriptions of the same event. But, is Jesus speaking of only one event, or is it two? Upon closer examination we learn that Jesus addresses two separate events when He states that “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.” In the Luke passage Jesus makes it clear that He is addressing His generation in the “near-future.” On the other hand, Matthew 24:34 addresses the “far-distant-future.” How do we know this? First, let’s examine Luke 21. Luke makes it clear that the Jesus’ generation will experience the fall of Jerusalem, as follows: Luke 21:20 NKJV "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. {21} "Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her. {22} "For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. …{24} "And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. This was fulfilled when the Jews were driven out of Jerusalem in 70 AD (the near-future). 
On the other hand, Matthew 24:34 is in a different context. Matthew 24:34 deals with the “far-distant-future” at the time the “abomination of desolation” is found standing in the “Holy Place” (Matt. 24:15). The “abomination” Jesus speaks of was foretold by Daniel 9:27. Has there been an “abomination of desolation” in the Temple since the time of Jesus? Never! Therefore, the generation to which Jesus refers in Matt. 24:34 is the generation that will experience the coming of Anti-Christ (Abomination of Desolation) who enters the Temple and declares himself God (2 Thess. 2:4). This prophecy was not fulfilled in 70 AD, but is still yet to be fulfilled, thus making it a Double Prophetic Reference, as follows: 

[image: image2]
The Preterist understands Luke 21:21-24 and Matthew 24:15-16 as one and the same event. But as just discussed, the Luke 21 and Matthew 24 passages are two events separated by time. Therefore, the Futurist position is more palatable with the use of Double Reference when attempting to understand how short is “shortly.” This is not the only problem Preterists have with their interpretation of “shortly” in Revelation as we shall now examine.
Other Preterist Inconsistencies: Preterists are inconsistent in how they interpret “shortly” throughout Revelation. For example, their interpretation of “quickly” in Revelation 22:7, 12, 20 where Jesus proclaims “I am coming quickly (same Greek root as Rev. 1:1)” is still not yet fulfilled. They claim it is in the process of being fulfilled as a “contemporary triumph of the Church.” Preterists believe that Revelation 21-22 is not completely fulfilled until sometime in the future. So, they are forced to allegorize the Rev. 22 “quickly coming” verses to mean something other than a literal “quick coming” in order to fit their view of eschatology. This issue is difficult for the Preterist to answer. But, Futurists also have problems when it comes to answering the question of “shortly.” Again, just how short is “shortly?”
Again, How Short is “Shortly?”: Perhaps, John was aware of the Double Reference factor. But, that does not totally solve the problem. The Futurist still has to answer the question “how short is ‘shortly?’” Some Futurists claim that the Greek language is helpful. The Greek word for shortly is en tachei from which we get the English word tachometer. The idea behind en tachei is acceleration with rapidity of execution. Dr. Walvoord writes “That which Daniel declared would occur “in the latter days” is here described as “shortly,” that is, “quickly or suddenly coming to pass,” indicating rapidity of execution after the beginning [of the end] takes place.” Once the process starts up, the rapidity of judgments described in the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowl judgments will be swift leading up to the full unveiling of the glory of Jesus. [CLICK] The Amplified Bible translates Rev. 1:1 as follows: “…things which must shortly and speedily come to pass in their entirety”  So, Walvoord understands “shortly” to mean “rapidity of execution” once the beginning of the end starts. But, other Greek scholars, like Robert L. Thomas, see en tachei as meaning “soon to take place,” not necessarily “rapidity of execution.” In other words, it is soon according to God’s time-clock.
Relativity of Time: Perhaps the best answer is to understand “shortly” as a rhetorical device used by God to reveal to man that from His perspective time is relatively short when compared to eternity. From God’s perspective, time is relative. For example, we read in Psa 90:4 NKJV For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night. We also read in 2 Pet 3:8 NKJV  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. Perhaps, “how short is shortly” needs to be understood from God’s perspective, which is a tall order for humans to grasp.

Time issues in Bible prophecy have always been difficult to unravel. Perhaps we will not know the answer to the “shortly” question until we get our new bodies, or perhaps we will never know.  
A Promised Blessing: Rev. 1:1b NKJV And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, {2} who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. John describes himself as an eyewitness to all the things he saw… {3} Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. This is the only book in the Bible that has a promise to its readers that if you read or hear, and keep those things which are written in it you will be blessed. 

God the Father and the Seven Spirits: Rev. 1:4 NKJV John, to the seven churches which are in Asia [MAP- 7 Churches]: Grace to you and peace from Him Grace always comes before peace. Grace first brings redemption, then redemption brings peace …who is and who was and who is to come this is God the Father, and from the seven Spirits or God the Holy Spirit in His fullness (Isa. 11:2) who are before His throne,[5 SLIDES – Seven Spirits], 
Some do not agree that the seven Spirits is the Holy Spirit. So, let’s take a closer look. Who are the seven Spirits before the Throne? One view is that the seven Spirits are the seven angels that stand before the throne with seven trumpets (Rev. 8:2). The other most common view is that the seven Spirits is the Holy Spirit. Which view is correct? Let’s compare Scripture with Scripture:
· Rev. 1:4  …and from the seven Spirits before his throne,

· Rev. 4:5  …Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing.  These are the seven Spirits of God.

· Rev. 5:6  Then I saw a Lamb…,  …He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

In Rev. 4:5, we are told the seven Spirits are seven lamps blazing. We are also told in Rev. 5:6 that the seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb are the seven Spirits. Who do these attributes seem to fit better, the Holy Spirit or angels? 

Those in favor of angels point out that:

1. There is only one Holy Spirit, not multiple (7) Spirits

2. Angels are ministering Spirits found standing before the Throne in Rev. 8:2
Those in favor of the Holy Spirit point out that:

1. Seven Spirits also translates as “sevenfold” Spirit.   (Isaiah  11:2)

2. Only the  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  give  grace  and  peace,  NOT  Angels (Rev. 1:4)

Remember that God’s Word is its own best commentary. It seems the Rev. 4:5 and 5:6 are helpful in our search to identify the meaning of “seven Spirits.” Symbolism seems to play a big part in this interpretation. To better understand the literal meaning of “seven Spirits” we need to define the symbols found in Rev. 4:5 and 5:6. Consider the definitions of seven, seven lamps blazing, seven horns, and seven eyes as follows:
Symbolic Nature of the Seven Spirits

· Seven     
=   
Fullness 

· Seven Lamps Blazing
=
Fullness of light (righteous); blazing (judgment) = righteous judgment
· Seven Horns    
=  
Fullness of power (Psa 89:24; Dan 7:24) = omnipotent 

· Seven Eyes       
=    Fullness of seeing, or all-knowing = omniscient 
In light of those definitions, which traits fit which group best?

· Holy  Spirit
=  
Fullness of light, all-righteous in judgment?






Fullness of power, all-powerful?

Fullness of seeing, all-knowing?

· Angels

=
Fullness of light, all-righteous in judgment?






Fullness of power, all-powerful?

Fullness of seeing, all-knowing?

What do famous teachers and scholars have to say about this?
 Seven Spirits is the Sevenfold Holy Spirit   


 Seven Spirits are Seven Angels
 Chuck  Smith 






     E. W. Bullinger 
                     Robert L. Thomas






     David Hocking 

Chuck  Missler

Vernon  McGee

John  Walvoord

Donald  Grey  Barnhouse

        Jamieson - Fausset - Brown

William  Barkley

Jesus the Son as Redeemer King: Redemption means to “recover ownership” or to buy back what was once rightfully yours. ILLUSTRATION: From time to time a Pawn Shop will end up with something of value that had been stolen. Per chance, if the owner finds their valuable in the Pawn Shop and wants it back, he must redeem what was once rightfully his. In the same way, the world dominion that God had given to Adam and Eve and their descendants was stolen by the usurper and extortioner, Satan. The kingdoms of the world that were to belong to God’s children instead came under the domain of Satan. He became the “prince of this world” (John 12:31) and all things became subject to him. To deal with this, God sent His Son to redeem what had been stolen. Some suggest that redemption only has to do with the bodies and souls of men and not anything else. But, Biblical redemption includes giving back to God everything that Satan stole, including all kings and kingdoms of this world (Rev. 11:15), all plant and animal life (Rom. 8:19-21), and all that is in creation. Satan even stole the priesthood of men becoming the spiritual ruler and prince over men’s souls who do not seek God for deliverance and freedom (Eph. 2:1-3, Gal. 5:1, 13).  Rev. 1:5-8 presents Jesus as the King of kings who redeems all things. At present, we do not yet see all things redeemed or subject to Him (Heb. 2:8), but with the fulfillment of the book of Revelation, that all changes. HALLELUJAH!
In Rev. 1:4 John introduces God the Father and God the Holy Spirit (seven Spirits). Now, John  Rev. 1:5 NKJV and from Jesus Christ God the Son—Jesus completes the identity of the Trinity found in 1:4-5, the faithful witness (cf 3:14, Jesus is the faithful witness… Israel failed to be a faithful witness, but Jesus did not fail and as a result became our Redeemer), the firstborn from the dead (Jesus was the first-fruits of the resurrection - 1 Cor. 15:20), and the ruler over the kings of the earth Jesus is the ruler or kings. In other words, Jesus is King of kings. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood He became our Redeemer by shedding His blood, giving up His life for us. Not only is Jesus King, but He is our Redeemer. In other words, Jesus is our Redeemer King!, {6} and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father Not only is Jesus is our Redeemer King, but He has made us kings and priests. National Israel failed as a kingdom of priests under the Mosaic (Old) Covenant because they could not keep the Law, and neither can any of us keep the Law; but God in His grace and mercy fulfilled the Law through His Son Jesus, who redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Matt. 5:17) All that God asks of us is to trust His Son. This is God’s sovereign grace at its finest, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. So, Jesus came first as a humble servant to die that we might live; but now He is presented to us as the King of glory who will complete His work by redeeming all of creation from Satan. He is truly our Redeemer King. {7} Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. John paraphrases Zech. 12:10 which describes the coming of God Himself to Israel, the same God that they pierced. In this case, it is Jesus that is coming, which is not surprising because Jesus is Yahweh! This is not a reference to the rapture of the Church as some suggest because of the reference made to clouds (1 Thess. 4:17), but it is a reference to Christ’s future coming after the Tribulation as described in Rev. 19:11-17 to take His rightful place on the throne as Redeemer King. The “clouds” are probably a symbolic reference to the Church coming back with Jesus, since Jesus “caught up” the Church into the clouds to take her to the mansions in His Father’s House (1 Thess. 4:16-17, John 14:1-3). {8} "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." Here, Jesus refers to Himself as “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” the same claim given to God the Father in Rev. 1:4, and only God the Father is the Almighty in the OT. We do not find this surprising since Jesus is God! 

Jesus the Son appears to John on the Island of Patmos: John is instructed to write in a book what he sees and send it to the seven churches in Asia Minor. Rev.  1:9 NKJV I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. John’s testimony about his faith in Jesus was not well received by the Romans so they exiled him to Patmos.  {10} I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day… there is much speculation as to what John mean’s by “the Lord’s Day.” 
Those in favor of the Lord’s  Day  being Sunday argue:

· Early  Church  history  refers  to  “first  day  of  week”  as  the  Lord’s  Day

· Greek  Word  for  Lord (Kyriakos)  is  an  adjective  used  to  describe  “Day” 

Those in favor of the Lord’s Day being the OT “Day of the LORD”:

· Sunday  is  never  referred  to  as  “Lord’s  Day”  in the Bible

· There  is  no  adjectival  form  for  “Lord”  in the OT  Hebrew,  so  John  must  have  meant the “Day  of the Lord” as a time of God’s wrath.
What do Bible teachers and scholars have to say about this?
Lord’s Day is Sunday, first day of week  
     Lord’s Day is the OT “Day of the  LORD”

 William Barclay 







E. W. Bullinger
                   Donald Grey Barnhouse    





 
David Hocking
        Jamieson / Fausset / Brown 





 
 Chuck Missler
J. Vernon McGee 






    J.  Dwight Pentecost

Henry M. Morris 







  Chuck Smith

William R. Newell

 




      John F. Walvoord

Robert L. Thomas

Dr. Walvoord’s view is that the Lord’s Day is the NT equivalent of the OT’s Day of the LORD.  Perhaps, the most important part of this verse is that John was “in the Spirit,” a supernatural state induced by God so that John could receive the contents of the book of Revelation. Such was the state of Ezekiel (Eze. 2:2, 3:12), Peter (Acts 10:10-11, 11:5), and Paul (Acts 22:17-18). 
Rev. 1:10b NKJV …and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, {11} saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," The voice that John heard as of a trumpet is undoubtedly a reference to Jesus as evidenced by the cross references found in Rev. 1:8 and 17… and, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." The contents of the entire book that John is to write (Revelation) is to be sent to each of the seven Asian churches listed. Each church was given a full copy from which to read to their congregations.

Jesus the Son unveiled in Midst of Seven Lampstands as Majestic Judge: We now find a description of Jesus as Majestic Judge, standing in the midst of the seven churches, as follows: Rev. 1:12 NKJV Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands… What are these lampstands? 
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Purpose Of Seven Lampstands:  In Scripture, lampstands are the source of light, not simply bearers of light. Notice how this is presented in Scripture: Rev. 2:5 NKJV  "Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place; unless you repent. The lampstand is the source of light that brings praise to God the Father. The following passages present Jesus as the Light and those who trust Him as sons of Light. John 9:5  Jesus said, “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” John 12:36 “Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light.” When our lights shine, then men will see and give praise to God. Matt. 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. {15} Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  {16} In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” The church is to be a light to the world. If the church fails to be a witness to the world regarding her love for Jesus Christ, the lampstand will be removed.

What do our learned Sages teach on the lampstands?

LAMPSTANDS DO WHAT?

      Lampstands are Source of Light  


Lampstands  Hold  Oil  for  Power
      
 Donald  Grey  Barnhouse 





John  F.  Walvoord




Jamieson / Fausett / Brown

    J.  Vernon  Mc Gee

   William  R.  Newell

   

Chuck  Smith

    Robert L. Thomas

Rev. 1:13 NKJV …and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, Jesus appears in the midst of the seven churches (lampstands) as “One like the Son of Man.” This phrase “One like the Son of Man” is quoted from the OT in Daniel 7:13 NKJV  "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. {14} Then to Him to the “Son of Man” was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. The Son of Man (Jesus) comes to receive from the “Ancient of Days” authority over all kingdoms (peoples, nations, and languages). The context of the coming of the Son of Man is one of judgment (cf. Dan. 7:9-10) upon all those who oppose Him including the Anti-Christ and his kingdom, as follows: Daniel 7:26 NKJV  'But the court shall be seated, And they God the Father and God the Son shall take away his Anti-Christ’s dominion, To consume and destroy it forever. {27} Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.'  The saints of the Most High will be co-heirs with the Son of Man (Rom. 8:17).

Rev. 1:13 describes Jesus coming as judge. Rev. 1:13b NKJV Jesus is …clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band similar to the High Priest in Exo. 28:2 Jesus is dressed “for glory and for beauty.” {14} His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow white pointing to His purity, and His eyes like a flame of fire flames of fire speak of judgment; Verse 14 is a quote taken from Dan. 7:9 Daniel 7:9 NKJV  "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool…. Here, we find God the Father described as the Ancient of Days.  The context of Rev. 1:13 describes Jesus in a similar way. In light of Daniel’s description this Revelation passage testifies to the deity of Jesus since He has the same description as the Ancient of Days! In Daniel, just as the Ancient of Days is about to bring judgment in a courtroom type setting (Dan. 7:10) so Jesus is about to bring judgment as described in Revelation. {15} His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, Fine brass speaks of divine judgment such as found at that brazen altar also made of brass where sin is judged. {15b} and His voice as the sound of many waters; the sound of many waters symbolizes the thundering voice of God. {16} He had in His right hand the right hand symbolizes power seven stars symbolic of  the seven angels (messengers) of the seven churches (cf. v. 20), out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword another symbol for judgment, the separation of the truth from the false, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength… at His transfiguration Jesus shone like the Sun conveying power and purity (Matt. 17:2). This presentation of Jesus as Judge cloaked in majesty is contrasted to His presentation in the Gospel as a suffering servant.

The following chart summarizes the presentation of Jesus as Majestic Judge.

	  Vs
	  Jesus is Unveiled as Majestic Judge – Revelation 1:12-18

	  12
	  In midst of seven lampstands (Churches) – ready to shed light on the truth and make righteous judgments 

	  13
	 “Son of Man” revealed as “Ancient of Days” and “Judge” in Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14

	  14
	  White  Hair (Purity) - Only purity can rightly judge  (Dan. 7:9,14)

	  14
	  Blazing  Eyes - Nothing hidden, everything laid bare (Heb 4:13)

	  15
	  Feet  of  Glowing Bronze – Bronze: judgment on sin (Num 21:9)

	  16
	  Double-Edge Sword -  Judges intent of heart  (Heb. 4:12)

	  17
	  Fell as though Dead -  God promotes awesome fear when He judges

	  18
	  Holds  Keys  of  Death & Hell - destiny of mankind is held in hands of Jesus


The following contrasts Jesus as the Suffering Servant of the Gospels and Majestic Judge of Revelation:

	Gospels - Suffering Servant
	Revelation - Majestic Judge 

	Hanging on a Roman cross with His eyes --a picture of agony and suffering.
	His eyes are a flame of fire, they are piercing, they are penetrating, seeing straight into the soul of man, knowing every thought and intent of the heart, for Jesus says “I know..” “I know…” “I know…”

	Jesus’ feet were nailed to the cross.
	His feet are made of fine brass, ready to bring judgment against an unbelieving world. 

	Jesus’ voice was one of anguish as He cried out “Father, why hast thou forsaken Me?”
	His voice is the sound of rushing waters, with great power and confidence of judgment to come…

	His holy hands are nailed to the cross powerless and without deliverance.
	His hand holds the seven churches in His right hand—and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against...  

	They spit upon His face, his face beaten to a pulp, and hanging between two criminals on the cross
	He is at the right hand of God the Father, almighty, all-knowing, all-powerful, His face like the sun shining in its strength.

	Jesus is on a blood-soaked Roman cross, a lamb led to the slaughter, silent before His accusers
	He is presented as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah; out of His mouth goes to two-edged sword that shall conquer the nations of the world.

	Jesus rides upon a donkey into Jerusalem to be taken and nailed to a cross.
	Jesus comes a second time with the clouds of heaven riding a white steed in majesty, coming with many crowns of victory to drive out Satan and replace the kingdoms of this world.


Jesus the Son, the First and the Last: {17} And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. This is the second time Jesus refers to Himself as the First and the Lastly (see vs. 11), three times in Isaiah, God the Father, the LORD (YHWH), refers to Himself as the first and the last, as follows: 

(1) Isaiah 41:4 NKJV Who has performed and done it, Calling the generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD YHWH, am the first; And with the last I am He.'"  

(2) Isaiah 44:6 NKJV "Thus says the LORD YHWH, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God. 

(3) Isaiah 48:12 NKJV "Listen to Me YHWH, O Jacob, And Israel, My called: I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last.
Jesus refers to Himself as the first and the last three times in Revelation, the third time is found in Rev 22:13 NKJV "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." This presents a very strong case for Jesus as God, YHWH, the LORD God of the Bible! ( And notice also that Isa. 44:6 describes Him as King and Redeemer, or Redeemer King, the First and the Last! How cool is that?
The following chart contrasts Jesus as coming Redeemer King (Rev. 1:5-8) and coming Majestic Judge (Rev. 1:14-18):

	 Vs
	Redeemer King

(Redemption of All Things)
	 Vs
	Majestic Judge

(Judgment of All Things)

	  5
	“…firstborn  from the  dead”                “washed us from our sins by His blood” Jesus is the first-fruits of all that is to be redeemed…
	14
	White  Hair (Purity)

Only purity can rightly judge all things!

	  5
	“Ruler of Kings”

All kings and their kingdoms are redeemed and will submit to Him…
	14
	Blazing  Eyes

As judge, He sees                                           through all of our sins…

	  6
	“Makes us a kingdom and priests”

The priestly kingdom is redeemed to promote reconciliation in God’s kingdom on earth…
	15
	Feet  Of  Glowing Bronze                            
Jesus Judges Sin

	  7
	“Every eye will see Him…”

including those who pierced Him; evidence that His redemption is manifest for all to see…
	16
	Double-Edge Sword

Judges intent of all hearts (Heb. 4:12)

	  8
	Alpha & Omega… Beginning and End

Only God, who is fully human and fully divine, can redeem us from sins
	18
	Holds  Keys of Death & Hell                     
Who goes to Hell and who does not is ultimately in the hands of Jesus as Judge




Jesus holds the Keys of Hades and Death: Rev. 1:18 NKJV "I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. Without the resurrection, all of life would be meaningless! Jesus defeated death, and is alive forevermore. And because He did that we also can defeat death, for Jesus promised in John 11:25 NKJV  Jesus said…, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. {26} "And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"  Do you believe this? If you do, then you will reign with Him forevermore and you will not be cast into the Lake of Fire along with Hades and Death (see Rev. 20:14). Jesus holds the keys of Hades and Death. He is building His church and He declares that the “gates of Hell” will not prevail against it. He has given the “keys of the kingdom” to His Church to bind the powers of darkness that come against His church (Matt. 16:18-19). Until Jesus returns, we the people of His pasture, are ambassadors making an appeal to anyone who will listen that they need to be reconciled back to God. Paul writes under the inspiration of the Spirit the following: 2 Cor 5:18 NIV  "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: {19} that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. {20} We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God."

Revelation 1:19  provides a structure and timeframe for the book of Revelation, as follows: Rev. 1:19 NKJV "Write the things which you have seen past, and the things which are present, and the things which will take place after this future. The “past” is what we have already studied, Revelation 1, that which John had already witnessed. The “present” includes the messages to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, which we are presumably still experiencing today. The messages to the seven churches in John’s day are relevant to the churches throughout history and are relevant to today’s churches. The “future” is what will take place after the Church Age, or after the fullness of the Gentiles (Church) (Rom. 11:25-26). The future is described in Revelation 4-22 and will literally come to pass (Futurist View).

The last verse of chapter one actually belongs to verses 12 and 16 in that the seven lampstands are defined as symbolic of the seven churches and the seven stars are defined as the seven angels (messengers) of the seven churches. Rev. 1:20 NKJV "The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. Once again, the Bible is its own best interpreter. It often defines its own symbols that we may understand its literal application.
In summary, chapter 1 presents Jesus as both Redeemer King and Majestic Judge who is to come shortly to judge the world; and, as King, He will return from His Fathers right hand to take back from Satan the kingdom that is rightfully His. Anyone who reads and hears the words of this prophecy are promised a blessing. “Reading and hearing” involves making an effort to understand, when possible, the meaning of words and thoughts in Revelation whether literal or symbolic; and to “keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 
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The prophet is unaware that his prophecy is really two events separated by time as represented by mountain peaks #1 and #2
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Prophet’s View                 two mountain peaks are             difficult to distinguish





Side View                                 two mountain peaks are clearly distinguishable





Matt. 24:15-16





Luke 21:20-24





Time Factor





Jesus’ prophecy points to two events separated by time as represented by the two mountain peaks of Luke 21:20-24 and Matt. 24:15-16
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Luke 21:20-24





 Matt.  24:15-16





“Abomination of Desolation; …flee to the mountains”





“Jews led away             captive to all nations…”





Does John see seven menorah’s, each with their own lampstand, or does John see seven individual lampstands that each holds only one lamp (one light), or is there only one menorah with seven lights in John’s vision as seen on the left? Revelation is not clear on this. In any case, we learn that the seven lampstands are symbolic of the seven churches in vs. 20. 





On the right is a depiction of the Menorah, as carved in the Titus Arch in Rome that Roman soldiers brought back to Rome in celebration of their victory over Israel in 70 AD. If their depiction is correct, this is what the Menorah looked like that sat in Herod’s Temple at the time of Jesus. One view is these seven lamp-stands are seven menorahs.








